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Intelligence and Miscellaneous Articles. 465 

and, as they wandered through the fields, they saw many drops upon 
stones and rocks, but only in hollows or upon sloping surfaces, and 
not upon those which were presented to the sky." The butterfly 
observed by Peirese was probably the Papilio C. album, or common 
butterfly. It has been observed to deposit the same red fluid in En- 
gland. 

WEATItER IN PARIS. 
The following was the state of the weather during the last year in 

Paris. Rain . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146 days. 
Snow . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
Hail or hoar frost . . . .  6 
Frost . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 
Thunder . . . . . . . . . .  2 I 
Very cloudy . . . . . . . .  178 

Ann. de Chimie et de Phys. Dee. 1827. 

ANALYSIS OF ALCOHOL~ IETHER~ ~C° BY MM. DUMAS AND 
BOULLAYo 

In the Philosophical Magazine and Journal for April, I gave some ac- 
count of the paper by the above-named chemists, and proposed to offer 
some remarks upon it in tile present Number : the Royal Institution 
Journal for April contains some observations so much to the point 
which I had intended to notice, that I shall content myself with copying 
them.--R. P. 

"" MM. Dumas and Boullay then consider the formation and nature 
of the sulphuric acid, stating the opinions of MM. Vogel and Gay 
Lussac, that it is a compound of hyposulphurie acid with a vegetable 
matter : and also that of Mr. Hennel, that it is an acid in which half 
the saturating power of the sulphuric acid present is neutralized by 
the hydrocarbon in combination. With the latter opinion they also 
class that entertained by Mr. Faraday relative to the nature of sul- 
phonaphthalic acid. MM. Dumas and Boullay consider the question, 
and decide in favour of the former opinion ; after which they say they 
have observed facts which are better explained by the latter. We 
think it a pity that these philosophers did not refer to Mr. Hennel's 
paper in the Philosophical Transactions for 1826, p. 240, where they 
would have gained the knowledge of a compound produced by the 
action of sulphuric acid and alcohol, of which they seem at present al- 
together ignorant, and which would have probably caused serious 
alterations in their views, at least with regard to the sulphovinic acid. 
We refer to what is known in London, and sold at Apothecaries' Hall, 
by the name of oil of wine ; not the hydrocarbon referred to by MM. 
Dumas and Boullay, but a neutral compound of sulphuric acid with 
hydrocarbon, containing, with the same proportion, ofsulphuric acid, 
twice as much hydrocarbon as the sulphovinic acid. It is of this com- 
pound that Mr. ~Iennel speaks in the following passage, which we 
cannot refrain from quoting : "Mr. Vogel, who has particularly de- 
-scribed some of these salts (sulphovinates), and I believe also M. Gay 
Lussac, have supposed that this loss of saturating power arises from 
the formation of hyposulphuric acid, and that the hyposulphates and 
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4~66 New Palcl~ts. 

sulphovinates only differ in the latter containing some tethereal oil, 
which in some wav acts the part of water of crystallization. It is 
evident t~at the properties of oil of wine cannot be thus explained i 
and it appears to me more probable" that the power of combination 
which hydrocarbou is shown to be possessed of in oil of wine is effective 
in neutralizing half the acid of the salts formed from it (sulphovinates) 
as before described.'" 

TEST OF THE PRE~tENCE OF AMMONIA. 
M. Plessin having occasion to ascertain whether the action of a 

salifiable base upon a body containing azote was simply that of 
evolving ammonia previously existing, or that of forming ammonia, bv 
combination, endeavoured to find a base, which would effect the 
former object but not the latter. Potash, lime, magnesia, and many 
other bodies, do both ~ but the hydrated oxide of lead answered the 
purpose very well. It gives no indication of ammonia when put into 
contact with azotated substances, not containing that alkali; even 
urea is not effected by it ~ but being put in contact with an ammoniacal 
salt, ammonia was instantly evolved, and rendered evident by the 
visible fumes which arose upon the approximation of a little acetic 
acid.--~4nnales de Chintie, xxxvi, p. 377. 

L I S T  OF N E W  P A T E N T S .  

To Jane B. Lowrey, wife of T. S. Lowrey, of E~eter, for her im- 
provements in the manufacture of hats and bonnets.--Dated the 25th 
of March 1828.--6 months allowed to enrol specification. 

To E. Cowper, of Clapham-road Place,, Lambeth, for improvements 
in cutting paper.--26th of March.--6 months. 

To F. de Fourville, of Piccadilly, for improvements on filtering' ap- 
paratus.--26th of March.--6 months. 

To T. Lawes, of the Strand, for an improved thread to be used in 
the manufacture of bobbin net lace.--29th of March.m6 months. 

To H. Marriott, of Fleet-street, and Augustus Siebe, of Princes- 
street, Leicester-square, for certain improvements in hydraulic ma- 
chines.--~.29th of March.--6 months. 

To Peter Taylor, of Hollinwood, Lancaster, for certain improve- 
ments in machinery for hackling, dressing or combing flax, hemp, 
&c.--29th of March.--6 months. 

To John Davis, of Leman-street, Goodman's-fields, for an improve- 
ment (communicated fi'om abroad) in boiling or evaporating solutions 
of sugar and other liquids.--29th of March.--6 months. 

To C. Harsleben, of New Ormond-street, Esq., for improvements 
in machinery to be use~in navigation and the propelling of ships.-- 
3rd of April.--6 months. 

To S. W. Wright, of Webber-street, Lambeth, engineer, for im- 
provements in the construction of wheel carriages.--15th of April.-- 
6 months. 

To J. G. Ulrich, of Cornhill, for his improvements on chronometers. 
] 9th of April.--6 months. 

S C I E N T I F I C  
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